
About our School 

 
  

Shurdington C. of E. Primary School is situated just outside the centre of Shurdington, off the main A46 

road, in Badgeworth Lane. The school is a voluntary controlled C. of E. school and has very good links with the 

Parish Church of St. Paul’s. We are a co-educational school with approximately 140 pupils between the ages 

of 4-11. Our website address is www.shurdingtonceprimary.co.uk  

 
There has been a primary school in the village since the 1850s and the original village school was next to the 

Church. The majority of the current building on Badgeworth Lane dates from the 1960s but a major building 

project completed in February 2011 has provided the school with two new classrooms.  The accommodation 

now comprises administration offices, five classrooms, a practical area for Foundation Stage pupils and 

wonderful outdoor learning areas for all our Key Stage One pupils.  We also have a very spacious hall which is 

used for assemblies, PE and other curriculum areas, as well as performances and for serving cooked meals 

and packed lunches.  We also have a library, a kitchen and an access toilet. Outside there’s a large playground 

with seated areas, an adventure playground, two spiritual gardens and extensive playing fields. The school 

offers a fantastic environment for children where they can feel secure and happy in surroundings that are 

well cared for and attractive.   

 
The school is well resourced with good ICT facilities and offers a stimulating learning environment. We are a 

caring and supportive community. Our pupils are eager to learn and they achieve well because of the hard 

work and strong commitment by staff, Governors, parents and carers at the school. 

 

 

“I’m really pleased 

with my child’s school. 

Staff go that extra 

mile to support their 

learning.”  

One of our parents. 

“The teachers and 

Headmaster have been 

very supportive with 

supporting myself and 

my child.”  

One of our parents. 

http://www.shurdingtonceprimary.co.uk/
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School Policy Statements 

The school has a comprehensive list of policy statements relating to the curriculum and other areas of school 

life. If you wish to see any of these policies many are available on our website, alternatively they are all 

available from the school office.  

 
Class Organisation 

The children have chosen to name their classes after trees that can be found on the school site: 

Apple Class: Reception 

Willow Class: Year 1 

Acer Class: Year 2 

Cherry Class: Years 3 and 4 

Eucalyptus Class: Years 5 and 6 

 
 

School Houses 

We have four school houses; Chosen (green), Cleeve (blue), Coopers (yellow) and Crickley (red).  Each child is 

allocated a house when they start school and House Captains are elected at the start of each academic year.  

House points are awarded as an incentive and reward for good work, behaviour, attitude or manners.  

Trophies are awarded at the end of each half term and each child competes for their house on Sports Day 

or in other termly competitions such as our Spelling Bee or House football tournament. 

 

 
Church of England Voluntary Controlled Status 

Shurdington is a Church of England school, controlled by the Local Authority. Foundation Governors are 

nominated by the Parochial Church Council and appointed by the Gloucester Diocesan Board of Education to 

represent the church.  

 

Foundation Governors have a particular role to play. This covers the monitoring of Religious Education as well 

as worship and the overall Christian distinctiveness of the school, its community, values and the impact of 

the Christian ethos upon the pupils. 

 

A lively school and a lively church are two important ingredients for any strong community. Shurdington 

Church of England Primary School encourages children to grow up with Christian values. Within such an 

environment the children not only learn the Christian story but are provided with a clear social and moral 

framework. The Vicar of St. Paul’s Church is a school governor and plays a strong role within our school. 

Assemblies and Acts of Worship are led by members of the local clergy on a frequent basis and pupils 

regularly visit the church. 

“Teachers are 

helpful and always 

willing to talk to 

you.” 

One of our parents 

“The school always 

tries it’s hardest to 

do its best for every 

child.” 

One of our parents 

“My child LOVES 

school!” 

One of our parents 
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School Hours 

The school day begins at 8.55 a.m. and the school day finishes at 3:15 pm.   

Pupils have a 15 minute break from 10.50 -11:05 a.m. 

Lunch is from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 

 

Children should not arrive at school before 8.45 a.m. unless they are attending our “Early Birds” club.  Staff 

are involved in a huge range of tasks and are not able to supervise children who arrive before this time. 

 

 
 

 

Communication 

Whilst your child is at school, the class teacher will normally deal with any concerns and urgent matters will 

receive immediate attention.  However, for non-urgent matters you will be asked to meet the appropriate 

member of staff at a mutually convenient time. The Headteacher is always willing to meet and talk with 

parents.  

 

Formal Parents’ Evenings are held in the Autumn and Spring Terms, where you have the opportunity to 

discuss the progress of your child and also view their work. A more informal Open Evening is held during the 

Summer Term and all children receive written reports at the end of this term. This report also contains 

details of SATs results for Year 2 and 6 children. 

 
A weekly newsletter is sent home with your child. This will keep you informed of activities, events and 

important dates in the school calendar.  The newsletter can also be viewed on our website 

(www.shurdingtonceprimary.co.uk) and spare copies are available from the office. A highly valued texting 

service is also used to keep parents and carers up to date with news and events. However, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions. 

 

School holidays are published well in advance and these include staff training (INSET) days. Copies can be 

found in the school office and on our website. We hope that you will be able to avoid taking your child on 

holiday during the school term, as this will be very disruptive to the progress and education planned for your 

child. 

“I feel valued and 

respected if I have 

any concerns.” 

One of our parents 

“It’s so easy to speak 

to staff. There’s a real 

welcoming 

approach.” 

One of our parents 

http://www.shurdingtonceprimary.co.uk/
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School Uniform 

The school is very proud of its standing in the local community and seeks to promote a high standard of 

dress to help to instil in pupils a sense of pride in their school. School sweatshirts, cardigans, caps, and 

jackets are available to order from the website schoolterendsonline.com. School uniform must be clearly 

marked with your child’s name. 

 

 

BOYS   Grey or black trousers 

   Sky blue school sweatshirt 

   White polo shirt or shirt  

GIRLS   Grey or black trousers, skirt or pinafore dress 

   White polo shirt or blouse 

   Sky blue sweatshirt or cardigan 

   (In summer girls may wear a light blue gingham dress) 

FOOTWEAR              Sensible plain socks. Shoes should be black, flat (no higher than 2cm), sensible and 

should ideally be closed for comfort and safety. Girls may also wear sensible, black boots. 

 

PE Kit  

 

   White or pale blue T-shirt 

   Black or navy shorts 

   Black pumps 

   Trainers  

   Track suit or joggers and sweatshirt for winter sports 

 

 

The School Curriculum 

To enable our children to take their place in our demanding, rapidly changing society our curriculum needs to 

be well- planned, with a breadth, depth and variety that will meet their needs. This is achieved through the 

National Curriculum, cross-curricular links and the ethos of the school.  

 

The National Curriculum consists of the following subjects: English, Maths, Science, RE, Design and 

Technology, Computing, History, Geography, Art and Design, Music, Personal Social Health and Citizenship 

Education (PSHCE) and Physical Education (PE). For our Modern Foreign Language studies all pupils in Class 3 

and 4 have the opportunity to learn French.  

 

The National Curriculum is made up of the following Key Stages: 

 

Key Stage 1   5-7 years 

Key Stage 2   7-11 years 

Key Stage 3   11-14 years 

   Key Stage 4   14-16 years 

 

At the end of Key Stage 1 and 2 all children currently undergo Statutory Assessment Tests (S.A.T.s). 

 

“As parents we are 

really happy with 

all aspects of the 

school!” 

One of our parents 

“The school has a 

friendly, community 

feel with helpful staff 

and friendly, polite 

children.” 

One of our parents 

“Shurdington is the best 

school ever, Mr Millin is the 

best school head teacher you 

could ever wish for” 

One of our Year 5 children 
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We place great value in learning through experience and practical activities. Breadth is added by offering a 

range of experiences beyond the classroom. Club activities, school visitors, church services and educational 

visits all play an important part in school life. In previous years we have achieved “Artsmark” status, which 

recognises our provision, commitment and achievement in the “Arts”. We have also been awarded the 

“International School Award” as recognition of our success in promoting the International dimension to our 

curriculum.  

 

At the beginning of each term parents are informed about each class’s focus for study. This enables parents 

to assist their children by supporting schoolwork at home. A brief description of the curriculum can be found 

on the following pages.   

 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

Learning is through structured play and covers the following three “Primary Areas,” 

 

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

 

Plus an additional four “Specific Areas,” 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

Understanding of the World 

Expressive Arts and Design  

English 

In studying English, pupils develop skills in speaking and listening, reading and writing. We encourage our 

pupils to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and to communicate with others effectively. They 

learn to become critical readers of stories, poetry and drama as well as non-fiction and media texts. 

   
 

Maths 

We believe that Maths is an integral part of everyday life. We aim to promote and develop the competent 

and confident use of mathematical skills, knowledge and processes. We wish to ensure that Maths is an 

activity which all children find enjoyable, where perseverance, curiosity and logic are applied. Pupils are 

encouraged to use and understand Maths in real situations, where it is meaningful and relevant to their lives, 

now and in the future.  

“Every child is counted 

as a person as opposed 

to just a ‘number.’”  

One of our parents 

“Any problems are 

dealt with quick and 

effectively.” 

One of our parents 
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Parents have an important part to play in helping their children to develop confidence and enjoyment. 

Support at home is highly valued e.g. when learning tables, handling money and in playing Maths Games as part 

of our Home/School Partnership. 

 

Science 

The teaching of Science helps children to explore and understand the way in which our world works. The 

school has a rolling programme of scientific themes in line with the National Curriculum programmes of 

study. The emphasis is on a practical approach to scientific investigations and enquiry.  

 

The local environment provides a valuable resource for the study of plant and animal life. Our school garden 

is a focus for many investigations. The subject is well resourced to support other areas of science including, 

materials, light, electricity, sound and forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology 

 

In Design and Technology pupils use their creativity and imagination, to design and make products for a wide 

range of users. They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge whilst making cross-curricular links and 

learning to use a range of tools and materials.  Pupils will understand and apply the principles of nutrition and 

learn how to cook.  They will develop a critical understanding of the impact that Design and Technology has 

on daily life and the wider world. 

Computing 

 

In Computing pupils learn to use computational thinking and creativity to understand the world, providing 

insights into both natural and artificial systems, whilst making links with other subjects.  They learn 

computer science through a variety of programming activities.  Pupils become digitally literate and will be 

taught to be responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information, communication technology.  

 
 

“I love the overall 

caring, friendly 

atmosphere of all the 

staff.”  

One of our parents 

“I’m impressed with the 

range and balance of 

school lunches.”  

One of our parents 
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All our computers are networked and have restricted access to the Internet via the South- West Grid for 

Learning. All pupils are taught to use computers accurately and e-safely is built into the curriculum.  The use 

of computers is incorporated into most subjects.   

 

 

 

 

 

Art 

We aim to inspire and challenge children to express themselves creatively. They are provided with a wide 

variety of materials and are taught a range of different techniques.  Pupils are taught to be aware of shape, 

pattern, colour and design in two-dimensional and three-dimensional form and work individually and on 

collaborative pieces of art. They learn about the work of different artists, both local, past and present and 

from a variety of different cultures.  

Geography 

The children are taught geographical skills and how to use these in developing their understanding of places: 

locally, nationally and throughout the world. They learn to use first-hand experience and how to research and 

investigate. They look at physical and human areas of geography.  

 

 

 

 

The school runs a community clean up club during lunches and has also run after school environmental clubs, 

where children are encouraged to take care of their surroundings. 

 

History 

The children are taught awareness of, and facts about, the past. In Key Stage 1 pupils study the immediate 

past within and beyond living memory. Important events and the lives of famous people are also taught. In 

Key Stage 2 we aim to teach about important episodes and developments in Britain’s past, from Roman to 

modern times, about Ancient Civilisations and the history of other parts of the world.  Good use is made of 

visiting speakers, local visits, drama, theatre visits and also outreach schemes from local museums are used 

to bring this subject alive.   

 

 

 

Physical Education 

Children are encouraged to grow in confidence and develop skills through a variety of physical activities, as 

well as individual and team sports. Dance and gymnastics are taught in our spacious, well equipped hall. The 

school benefits from an extensive playing field and a large playground. The school has participated in 

competitive inter-school fixtures in football, tag rugby, netball, cross country, rounders and cricket. Pupils 

also participate in the Gloucestershire Dance Festival, archery festivals and inter-school athletics events. 

The school runs a number of very popular after school clubs for sport.  We fully support the ethos of 

competitive sport but with the emphasis on developing basic skills and a general enthusiasm for sport. 

         
 

 

 

 

 

“school is awesome 

everyone actually cares 

if you are hurt or upset 

best school ever!” 

One of our past pupils 
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Music 

Music is a valuable part of school life at Shurdington and is enjoyed by children of all ages and ability levels. 

The children are introduced to music through a range of enjoyable experiences. They have opportunities to 

listen to, sing and create music using tuned and un-tuned instruments. There are opportunities for children 

to perform to wider audiences.  

 

As they progress through the school, the children have the opportunity to learn to play guitars or drums, as 

the school utilises the support of a specialist teacher. Children who play instruments outside of school, may 

have the opportunity to play with other instrumentalists in Gloucestershire Music Workshops and at music 

days at other local schools. 

 
 

 

Modern Foreign Language (French) 

KS2 pupils enjoy regular French lessons. The emphasis is on making learning a foreign language fun and we 

aim to encourage confidence by singing songs, role play and conversation. We also have a number of 

international links including link schools in Kenya and Japan.  

 
Religious Education 

As a Church of England School, we follow the recommendations of the Diocesan Board of Education that 

Religious Education should be based on the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus. Children are taught about the 

Christian faith as well as exploring some other world faiths. They investigate the different beliefs through a 

variety of activities, visits to religious buildings and visits from specialists. 

 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC) 

We meet together daily for assembly, which is an important part of school life.  We follow the “Values for 

Life” programme, through which the children learn about different Christian values. The school adopts 3 key 

values each year, one to be studied in greater depth each term.  These are decided upon before each year 

starts through consultations between staff, governors, children and parents. 

 

 

 

“There’s great 

teaching at 

Shurdington.”  

One of our parents 

“All the staff are 

friendly, approachable 

and enthusiastic.”  

One of our parents 

“The school does a 

lot to improve the 

community.”  

One of our parents 

“My child thoroughly enjoys 

school and this is down to 

all you do for her.” 

One of our parents 
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Our displays around the school are inspired by these values and the children are encouraged to reflect on 

the value when taking part in the Value chair activity. Each class has a reflection area which enables the 

children to have their own peaceful time to think about the value. 

 
Our Worship team play a significant part in school worship as they not only take part in assemblies but also 

plan and evaluate them.  

 

 
At various times during the school year, for example class assemblies, Harvest and Christingle, parents are 

invited to join us. As a Church school we have strong links with our local Church of St. Paul’s. The vicar and 

other members of the clergy lead assemblies as do the Open the Book team, who are a group of local 

Christians who bring to life many Bible stories for the children to enjoy and learn from. (Parents who wish to 

withdraw their children from attendance at religious worship or education should discuss this with the 

Headteacher). 

 

 
 

Special Educational Needs (S.E.N.) 

At Shurdington CE Primary School, quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised will meet the 

individual needs of the majority of children and young people.  Some children need educational provision that 

is additional to or different from this. SEND or Special Educational Needs and Disability is when pupils may 

need additional or different provision to enable them to achieve their potential. 

 

Shurdington CE Primary School is fully inclusive and we welcome all children. Where a child has a recognised 

special need or disability, we will make necessary adjustments to meet those needs to ensure your child 

thrives in our mainstream setting. Our school is fully accessible and whilst supporting our children we will 

also encourage independence skills. 

Additional SEND support may include small group or 1:1 teaching, additional or different resources or 

strategies used to support their learning or advice and support from outside agencies.  

 

A full copy of the school’s S.E.N. Policy is available from the office on request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I used to go to this school; I really loved it, the best primary 

school ever! Sadly I had to leave and move up to secondary but 

didn't want to! Shurdington is like one big family, everyone 

looks after each other and all the teachers are really kind and 

polite! I really miss it. Wish I could go back!!” 

One of our past pupils 
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Extra-curricular Activities and Educational Visits 

 

 

 

During the year a range of clubs are offered at lunch-times and after school, subject to staff availability 

and to the number of children showing interest. These have recently included: 

 

 art   football   choir              netball  gardening rugby  

 sewing  hand chime  All Stars (Church Group) cricket             cross country 

 tri-golf  board games  athletics  drama  writing             library 

 tennis  story telling   card making   cooking   dance  archery 

 

The children are often taken to places of interest in order to enrich the curriculum. 

 

 
 

PTFA 

All parents and staff are automatically members of the school’s PTFA. The role of the association is to 

foster good relations between home and school and of course to raise money to buy essential services or 

equipment.  

 
Meetings to organise fund-raising events and social occasions are held regularly. Your support is essential for 

the PTFA to be successful, so please get involved if you can! 

 

We hope this prospectus has helped answer any questions you might have. If you would like to find out 

anything more about our school family please visit our school website or, alternatively, feel free to give us a 

call. 

 

 

                    

“This school is seriously 

the best!!!” 

One of our past pupils. 

“Shurdy  is  the best school 

ever and all the teachers 

really care about you.” 

One of our past pupils 


